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Editorial

The days become shorter; one longs for cosy warmth and the first snowflakes fall gently 
from the sky. Winter is coming in the Kufsteinerland. Embedded in the imposing 
alpine world, the fortress town of Kufstein lies with its eight surrounding villages, 

which now present themselves from their nicest side in the cold season.

Discover with us the secret surrounding Ebbs Cathedral, take a look at the preparations for 
the Tyrolean Festival in Erl and immerse yourself in the history of cross-country skiing in 
Schwoich. We met Lotte Kaltschmid from Niederndorf at her Museum of local history “Alte 
Schmiede” and spoke with her about home, history and tradition. We also learned about 
old Tyrolean craftsmanship in Langkampfen and paid a visit to nativity set builder Johann 
Luchner in his “tinkering room”.

Come and enjoy the beautiful winter hiking trails, nicely decorated Christmas markets 
and blazing open fires, moments that make winter here so special. Experience it in the 
Kufsteinerland – read about it in this edition of Moments magazine.

We invite you on a journey into the wintery Kufsteinerland – a journey that will leave its 
mark… in the enchantingly snow-covered winter landscape and in your hearts.

“A journey that will 
leave its mark!"
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a winter wonderland
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A time full of wonders and 
magical moments. A time 
when everyone would like to 
be a child again.

It is Christmas. And the way 
to the Thierberg in Kufstein 
leads us right to the nativity 
scene as well.

4 Kufstein

The route passes 
14 Stations of the Cross.



“O Come, 
Little Children”

For many, the days before Christmas Eve are the nicest time of the 
year: lit-up children’s eyes, pleasant moments with the family and 
a few tranquil hours away from the stress of the everyday routine. 

The Thierberg with its pilgrimage church at 721 metres is an excellent 
option for a winter hike in the Kufsteinerland. In addition to the castle 
chapel, the donjon, the tower of the Thierberg, can be seen from Kufstein. 
From up there, one has a magnificent view of the town with the mighty 
Kaiser Mountains in the background, the Brünnstein as well as parts of 
the Chiemgau Alps.

A place of tranquillity and contemplation

Built in 1280 as a castle belonging to the lords of Freundsberg, Thierberg 
Castle became, over the years, a popular pilgrimage site and has also 
drawn numerous recluses to Kufstein up to this day owing to the isola-
ted location. A winter hiking trail covered in deep snow and snow-topped 
trees that make the landscape around Kufstein glisten in a silvery white 
– we are on the way to the Thierberg Ruins. Beginning at the car park of 
the Gasthof Neuhaus, the route leads us through the forest and past 14 
Stations of the Cross, reaching the remains of the mediaeval castle after 
around 25 minutes walking time.

Right at the start of the trail, we find a small, decorated Christmas tree. 
Time to pause and take stock of the past year. Time to be grateful for all 
the nice moments and the chance to reflect for a moment. With a lot of 

5Kufstein

The Thierberg: a place 
to switch off and dream, 
a place for relaxation and time.

Merry Christmas!

A hike to Thierberg Castle is ideal for the whole family!
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A place of 
remembrance
300-year-old wax figures, votive offerings (gifts 
brought to a saint as a request or in gratitude) and 
many memorial images in the pilgrimage church 
remind one of ones who have died and make it 
a place of remembrance at which many visitors 
seek comfort but also give thanks.

Light a candle inside the chapel as a sign of your 
gratitude, your faith or in memory of a loved one.

i

The donjon
The tower beside the chapel was completely res-
tored by the Schützengilde Thierberg and offers 
a climb that is really worth it: a beautiful view of 
the whole region around the fortress town and 
the wintery Kufsteinerland shows itself from its 
nicest side.

Exhibitions regularly take place inside the tower 
and historical individual items present a quick re-
view of Tyrol’s history, art and customs.

7Kufstein

luck, the tracks in the snow lead to their origins: little discoverers love the 
squirrels, birds and other forest animals and the images of the Way of the 
Cross shine particularly brightly in the white of the countryside.

Advent above the rooftops of the fortress town

Once we have arrived at the top, we enter the Thierberg Chapel, adorned 
with Christmas decorations. The Christmas tree stationed there makes 
the magical atmosphere of the place perceptible for the visitors through- 
out Advent. A moment of stillness, the opportunity to find rest, to reflect – 
a special feature above the rooftops of the fortress town.

After this short breather, our path leads further up to the nativity scene 
via a stone spiral staircase. The traditional Bavarian nativity scene invites 
visitors to marvel and linger. There are numerous shepherds, camels and 
herds of sheep for kids and grown-ups to look at, and the kids will love 
the glockenspiel.

With a size of approximately 15m2 and figures of approximately 25cm in 
height, the structure shines in a gentle light at the press of a button. Think 
back to Christmas at home, to your own childhood and tell your children 
the story of Bethlehem. <<<

The large number of footsteps in the snow indicates just how 
popular a place to visit the pilgrimage site is to this day.



Built by organ maker Wilhelm Sauer (Frank-
furt an der Oder, owner Oscar Walcker) in 1931, 
after two extensions the structure forms the 

world’s largest outdoor organ. The instrument, con-
sisting of 4,948 pipes and 65 registers, shines in the 
Bürgerturm tower of Kufstein Fortress. The special 
feature is that the console is positioned a few metres 
lower in the new courtyard of the fortress. Due to the 
permanently high wind pressure under the roofs of the 
tower, the sounds of the concert, which lasts appro-
ximately ten minutes, are heard up to ten kilometres 
beyond the fortress town. The differing positioning of 
the console and the organ also presents a challenge 
for the organist.

The sound of 
remembrance

It sounds daily at noon and can be heard 
far beyond the rooftops of the town: 
the heroes’ organ of Kufstein Fortress.

The new courtyard of the fortress offers 
the best acoustics for the daily concert of 
the world’s largest outdoor organ.

With a length of up to five metres, the bass registers are too long to stand 
upright. Therefore, they were built into the fortress tower horizontally.

8 Kufstein

>>>
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Georg-Pirmoser-Straße 8 · A-6330 Kufstein · Fon +43 (0)5372 6980 · info@andreas-hofer.com

www.andreas-hofer.com · www.stadtsaal-kufstein.at

The top address 
for birthdays and family celebrations

Make a reservation on 
+43 (0)5372 6980519.

Closed on Sundays

… let us treat you to                         some fine cuisine

FIREPLACE RESTAURANT
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Town of 
records
In addition to the world’s largest 
outdoor organ and probably the 
mostly widely sung folk song, 
Kufstein has further treasures 
to offer! The world’s largest gin 
collection is found in the heart 
of the old town, the picturesque 
Römerhofgasse.

With a sound delay of approximately a third of a se-
cond, the playing of the heroes’ organ is a unique art.
Originally built in memory of the victims of World 
War One, today, shortly after 12 noon each day, the 
victims of all wars are remembered. And with the con-
cluding song “The Good Comrade”, the sounds of the 
chinking, lively memorial site slowly fall silent until 
the next day.

Johannes Berger –
organist and harpsichordist

Since March 2009, Johannes Berger has been the or-
ganist and custodian of the Kufstein heroes’ organ. 
Born in Rosenheim, he learned to play the organ when 
he was still a child and was a pupil of Munich organ 
professor Franz Lehrndorfer. In 2011, Johannes Berger 
won the international organ competition “Grand Prix 
Bach de Lausanne” and in 2012 he received the cultu-
ral promotion award of the administrative district of 
Rosenheim. <<<

Johannes Berger is the main organist of the Kufstein heroes’ 
organ. The instrument became his daily companion 
when he was only 21.

The heroes’ 

organ concert

Daily, shortly after 12 noon

(additionally at 6pm in the summer 

months of July and August)

Entry is included in the price of 

admission to the fortress

Best acoustics for listening: 

new courtyard

Kufstein



Perfectman – fashion for men. Shop to 
measure at Kufstein's top stores.

conquers your satisfaction

Kufstein_Anzeigen_Handel_161009.indd   6 17.10.16   10:05

Outstanding 
shopping in Kufstein

At Kufstein’s top stores, outstanding service is the top priority 
of the trainedspecialist staff who do everything to ensure that
you walk out the door with a smile. Accept no other standard:
www.kufstein.at/einkaufsperle



Shopping 
in Kufstein

Enjoyment of special shopping 
and culinary experiences are like 
pearls – finding them is a stroke 
of luck. In the fortress town of 
Kufstein, you experience this good 
fortune without having to seek it.

12 Kufstein

Culinary 
shopping break
Walk through the historic town centre and 
consciously experience quality at the highest 
level, tradition and Tyrolean geniality.

The perfect mix of cosy cafés, lively bars and 
outstanding restaurants combines the shop-
ping experience with relaxing hours of culi-
nary enjoyment.



50 shops
in the middle of Kufstein fulfi ll 

all your heart’s desires.

Park for free 
for the fi rst hour.

Everything the heart desires in the middle of Kufstein.

www.inntalcenter-kufstein.at www.kufstein-galerien.at
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The pure shopping experience in Tyrol’s 
second-largest town perfectly rounds off 
the multifaceted range of opportunities on 

offer in the Kufsteinerland. Family-run shops with 
unique and lasting products, small boutiques with a 
special charm, delicious gastronomy – in Kufstein, 
visitors discover a diverse shopping paradise and 
incomparable quality. At the foot of the picturesque 
fortress – surrounded by mountains and situated by 
the green Inn river – nothing stands in the way of very 
special shopping pleasure.

A place of encounter

Numerous indoor and outdoor events enliven the 
streets throughout the year. However, the town also 
shows its alluring side when it comes to shopping. 
Shopping is a lot of fun, especially on holiday. After 
all, one finally has plenty of time to browse calmly 
through the shops. From modern designer stores to 
fancy shops to tradition-steeped family business, 
numerous shops offer a unique variety of rarities. 
Long-established businesses contribute to Kufstein’s 
special flair. On their forays through the historic 
fortress town, visitors from around the world also 
discover special souvenirs and mementos to take 
home with them. <<<

Kufstein Advent 
delicacy market
Advent delicacy market:
Awaiting you on the four Fridays in Advent from 9am to 2pm at 
the Unterer Stadtplatz is a small but delightful Advent delicacy 
market with a special range of products for Christmas time.

The Kufstein delicacy market promises genuine enjoyment and 
takes place in whatever weather conditions.

From May to November 2017, 
the Kufstein delicacy market 
is open every Friday 
from 9am to 2pm.

Property sale & property rental
Mag. (FH) Barbara Trapl

Salurner Straße 38, 6330 Kufstein
+43 (0) 5372 64 500-922, 
+43 (0) 664 813 16 38
barbara.trapl@unterberger-immobilien.cc
www.unterberger-immobilien.cc
Purchase price on request!

www.olbrichhaus.at

– right in the centre
– unique view
– flats drenched in light
– state-of-the-art materials
– high-quality
– FREE OF COMMISSION

To be 
completed

summer 2017

KUFSTEIN: EXCLUSIVE INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
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Warm tiled stove, quiet sounds, cold weather and cosiness
Autumn, winter – they are rich in odours – stand for snugnes

�
Colourful, but also white like snow –

sunny, cold and a bit raw
Autumn and winter have a lot to offer –

they are not just grey.
�

Decorations with amaryllis, candles, hart and roe deer
underscore the two seasons from time immemorial.

�
In the kitchen there is a smell of bay, aniseed, apple and cinnamon

combined with red cabbage, dumplings and roast, it makes a poem – absolutely.
�

Selected ingredients and highest quality are the key,
a promise that we live and that one can enjoy with us.

Whether for breakfast, afternoon tea or exquisite wine enjoyment,
here one simply feels good – the geniality is the honest plus.

�
Lunch with sophistication, dine stylishly, sit in the restaurant or philosophise in the library,

a warm ambience can be felt everywhere, and not just in this poem.

Let yourself be enchanted by us in the autumn and wintertime!
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Poem of enjoyment (Poetry Slam)

www.alpenrose-kufstein.at

Restaurant open daily (closed on Sunday evenings)
Weissachstraße 47, A-6330 Kufstein
opposite Riedel Glas
Tel.: +43 (0) 5372 / 6 21 22
restaurant@alpenrose-kufstein.at

Your restaurant
… in Kufstein. Indulge yourself!
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Cross-country skiing is a sport that has increased 
in popularity again. Apparently this is because, 
on the one hand, it is one of the healthiest sports 

along with swimming due to the varied exertion it pla-
ces on the body muscles and goes easy on the joints at 
the same time, allowing it to be practised at any age. 
And on the other hand, it is as uncomplicated to per-
form as walking, considerably for someone who lives 
in Schwoich. Since 1971, the Schwoich Winter Sports 
Association (WSV) has, through joint efforts, success-
fully created flawless cross-country ski runs for classic 
cross-country skiers and skaters. Additionally, a night-
time cross-country ski run allows workers and school 
pupils to enjoy some exercise after a long day of work.

Schwoich

A village 
in motion

If one in six residents of 
a village is a member of a 
sports club, there must be a 
good reason. Either there is 
a long tradition in the sport 
in question in this place, 
there are major role models 
or there are special regional 
conditions. In Schwoich, the 
cross-country skiing centre 
of the Kufsteinerland, all 
these criteria are fulfilled.

Two idols lead the way

Thanks to Anton Lengauer-Stockner and Franz 
Schuler, the small winter sports resort of Schwoich 
became famous beyond the borders of Tyrol. Four 
years after the two Nordic pioneers had strapped on 
a pair of skis for the first time, a biathlon with balloon 
shooting took place. Anton Lengauer-Stockner, who 
was then 14, was involved. “I borrowed my brother’s 
cross-country skiing boots and skis – which were far 
too big for me – and off I went”, he recalls. Although, 
with shoe size 35, he was embarrassed by the big 
“slippers”; it did not matter to him: he simply enjoyed 
cross-country skiing.
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He quickly passed on his fascination to his friend 
Franz Schuler. Within a very short time, he, too, was 
gripped by the “Nordic fever”. The two even used 
football training in Kufstein and the subsequent 
bicycle race home only to get themselves into shape 
for their beloved cross-country skiing. They were 
involved in every public run that took place in one of 
the surrounding communities. In 1978, Franz Schuler 
even made it into the Tyrolean cross-country squad. 
When the biathlon emancipated itself as a section 
in itself a year later, the friends were rapturous: 
“The biathlon is an exciting contrast between the 
aggressive dynamism of skiing and the absolute 
calmness of shooting. I loved that from the start”, says 
Franz Schuler. They became a team again, training 
together on Schwoich’s cross-country ski runs and at 
the shooting stand of the Schwoich target shooters. 
They motivated each other to be competitors again 
in the races. In addition to their vocational training 
Anton Lengauer-Stockner studied bakery and Franz 
Schuler became a mechanic in his father’s workshop. 
In 1980, together they became Tyrolean champions in 
club relay. When the two joined the police, their most 
successful period as competitive sportsmen began. In 
the mid-1980s, the men from Schwoich were among 
Austria’s most successful biathletes. They paved the 
way for the Austrian Nordic team later becoming one 
of the strongest nations in the biathlon. The highlight 
of both of their careers was when they jointly achieved 
fourth place in the relay at the Winter Olympics in 
Calgary, Canada, in 1988.

A life dedicated to sport

In addition to intensive training for competitions, 
Anton Lengauer-Stockner and Franz Schuler tried, 
together with their colleagues at the Schwoich Winter 
Sports Association, to establish cross-country skiing 
as a mass sport and to promote local talent as well as 
to pass on to them the experience they had acquired.

Additionally, in cooperation with 
the municipality of Schwoich, 
the Schwoich sportsmen 
made night-time lighting 
possible for the cross-
country ski run – the only 
one in the Kufsteinerland. 
Thanks to the proximity 

TIP:
Night cross-country ski run open from the beginning of dawn until 9pm!

The Schwoich biathletes at the Winter Olympics in Calgary 
in 1988.

>>>
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and willingness to cooperate of the shooting club, the athletes of the 
association can also regularly practise shooting. “This variety makes 
cross-country skiing more complex and more exciting. The biathlon is of 
huge interest to the media, too, due to the narrow course and the uncertain 
outcome”, said Franz Schuler. This recognition led to the WSV being the 
first venue of the Tyrolean biathlon championships in 1980.

Looking to the future 

The two former top sportsmen and friends have remained loyal to their 
sport since their careers ended. Anton Lengauer-Stockner worked as a 
trainer and is now chairman of the cross-country and biathlon section of 
the WSV. Last winter, Franz Schuler expanded his sports business into a 
cross-country skiing school and a hire company. Guests, locals, schools 
and companies that want to promote healthy exercise were his first 
customers. “For example, we organised a cross-country course for 400 
employees of a Tyrolean company. This combination of the health aspect 
and teambuilding plays an increasingly important role in employee 
incentives”, says Franz Schuler, who is pleased to be able to share his 
love of the sport. To convey the requirements of the biathlon to the sport 
enthusiasts, they have even set up a shooting stand.

Training ground for biathletes

With Anton Lengauer-Stockner and Franz Schuler’s first gold at the 
Austrian biathlon championships in 1986, a series of victories for the 
association began that remains uninterrupted to this day. “Each year, 
at least one member of the association brings a champion title to 
Schwoich”, says Anton Lengauer-Stockner proudly. In 1980, six athletes 
were at the Skigymnasium Stams ski school at the same time. And with 
500 members, the association is one of the “big ones” in the region. And 
despite better conditions in other cross-country skiing centres, the WSV 
has a long list of successes.

Schwoich

TIP:
The biathlon world 

championships take place 

for the third time in 

nearby Hochfilzen from 

8 to 19 February 

2017.

Vision: Nordic 
summer and 
winter centre
Because this sport is becoming more and more 
attractive for schools as a replacement for skiing 
courses, the rehabilitation centre in Bad Häring is 
interested in cross-country skiing and biathlon as 
part of disabled sport, and interest in health tou-
rism in the Kufsteinerland is on the rise, the two 
former athletes have resumed the cross-border 
project from 1988.

In the neighbouring Bavarian administrative dis-
trict of Rosenheim and in the entire district of 
Kufstein there are no training opportunities for 
cross-country skiers and biathletes in the sum-
mer, spring and autumn. This is despite the fact 
that a very large number of up-and-coming sports 
enthusiasts are already achieving continuous suc-
cess. Therefore, the Schwoich Winter Sports As-
sociation has planned a 1.5 km ski raceway and a 
shooting stand for air rifles as well as a fun court 
and a mat course.

“Finally, beside the former Stöfflbräu brewery, a 
cross-country and biathlon centre is coming into 
being that guests of the Kufsteinerland, school 
pupils, adults, disabled sportspersons and Nordic 
athletes can all use in order to keep fit during the 
warm seasons as well”, says the pleased sponsor 
of this project, Anton Lengauer-Stockner.

To contact the cross-country ski 
school and the cross-country 

skiing hire service:

Tel. +43.5372.58339 or 
info@schuler-sports.at
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Anton Lengauer-Stockner's active 
career was marked by many successes. 
He was state champion nine times 
and Tyrolean champion nine times. He 
achieved numerous top positionings at 
his five participations at the world cup, 
while in 1986 he claimed 4th place in 
Lahti and, at the conclusion of his career 
in Oberhof in 1995, 2nd place in the relay. 
The man from Schwoich participated 
in the relay competition at the Winter 
Olympics in Calgary in 1988 alongside 
his friend Franz Schuler, Alfred Eder and 
Bruno Hofstätter, where they achieved 
the sensational 4th place. Once his time 
as an active competitive sportsman 
had come to an end, he devoted himself 
intensively to promoting young talent for 
15 years as a trainer.

Franz Schuler is vice world 
champion, 14-time Austrian state 
champion and ten-time Tyrolean 
champion. His impressive career 
led him to four Olympics. He 
competed in 14 world cup seasons, 
was victorious in the sprint at the 
world cup in Jyväskylä, Finland, in 
1987 and came fifth in the overall 
world cup in the same year. In 
the relay competition, he secured 
a further world cup victory for 
Schwoich. After participating 
in his fourth Olympic Games in 
Lillehammer in 1994, he ended his 
active career. Since then, with his 
cycling and cross-country skiing 
shop, he has devoted himself to 
promoting these mass sports.

A summary of the 
association’s 
successes

 46 state champion titles, 61 
 Tyrolean champion titles in the 
 general class up to 2016

 70 Austrian Champion titles in 
 school pupil and youth classes 
 from 1995 to 2016

 World championship silver in 
 1986 by Franz Schuler

 Olympics participation of three 
 Schwoich biathletes in Calgary in 
 1988 (Anton Lengauer-Stockner, 
 Franz Schuler and Hildegard 
 Embacher)
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Relax and recuperate in the middle of Tyrol’s enchanting alpine world. Feel the power of 
our sulphuric curative water, the natural health-promoting substance in Bad Häring. 
Our doctors and therapists achieve particularly good treatment successes with modern, 
traditional and holistic forms of therapy, for example curative massages, our whole-body 
cryotherapy or carbovasal therapy. Treat your body, mind and soul with our package deals.

You can � nd more information at www.kurzentrum.com.

Health

WWW.KURZENTRUM.COM

6323 Bad Häring . Kurstraße 1
+43 5332 90500 . www.kurzentrum.com

Bad Häring
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Is the following situation familiar to you? It is 7am and the shrilling 
sound of the alarm announces the start of an eventful day. Under the 
morning shower, the soothing water flows over our skin. We feel it, but 

at the same time we do not.

Mentally, we are already making our way through the to-do list for the day. 
Breakfast tastes wonderful, but our sense of taste does not perceive much 
of it. Instead, we are already checking the first e-mails in our inbox. The 
everyday routine in the 21st century often presents itself as a challenge. 
Are you wondering how you can give more life to your days? One who 
embarks on a trip to the Kufsteinerland ventures after self-discovery and 
inner balance in the middle of a beautiful natural oasis. In many areas 
of the region around the fortress town of Kufstein, high importance is 
ascribed to health and regeneration. Visitors also find rest and relaxation 
in the idyllic spa town of Bad Häring, where one of the most curative 
sulphur springs in the Alpine area is found.

Nature’s fountain of youth

Some may claim that the magical landscape in Bad Häring on the sunny 
plateau and at the foot of the mighty Pölven alone promises a timeout for 
the body, mind and soul. However, in order to discover what is really special 
about the former mining village, one needs to dig deep in the truest sense 

More than half a century ago, 
miners in the former mining 
village of Bad Häring made a 
lucky find that caused the idyllic 
municipality to become a spa 
resort that is well known far 
and wide.

 >>>

Did you know …
• that Häring has borne the prefix 
 “Bad” only since 1965?

• that “Sanus per aquam” is translated 
 as “Healthy through water”?

• that curative water is also processed 
 in cosmetic preparations?

• that curative water drinking spas can 
 have an alleviating effect in the case of 
 metabolic complaints?

From mining village 
to idyllic spa resort

21Bad Häring
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of the word. For many centuries, coal mining shaped 
the village happenings of the municipality in the 
Kufsteinerland. In 1951, miners came across a heavily 
sulphuric spring by chance while at work. However, as 
so often happens in life, the major find was preceded 
by a disaster. At a depth of 300m, a mine fire occurred 
that forced the miners to interrupt their work for 
months. The entire workforce had to be deployed to 
bring the fire under control. At this point, no one yet 
had any idea of the enormous impact the coincidental 
discovery would entail. In November 1951, the Office 
of the Tyrolean Provincial Government granted the 
Häring sulphur spring the character of a medicinal 
spring. Since then, the locality has committed itself to 
the motivation of promoting people’s health. Owing 
in no small part to this, the former mining village was 
named Tyrol’s first spa town in 1996.

The healing power of sulphur

The water springs from deep, underground caves. The 
mountains have filtered it for millennia and enriched 
it with a valuable treasure. Sulphur gives water 
its healing power. The mineral is essential for our 
body and has a soothing, pain-alleviating and anti-
inflammatory effect. The joints need it as a lubricant.

Health and spa facilities have been developed 
particularly well where hot water springs from the 
earth. The original rainwater has seeped into the 
ground over many years, has penetrated numerous 
layers of stone and has heated up due to its increasing 
proximity to the hot interior of the earth. Sulphur 
springs have shown themselves to be very effective in 

Bad Häring

relation to health. Primarily, it is the warmth of the water that promises a 
healing effect. However, far more positive effects are owed to the sulphuric 
content! In addition to the pleasant relaxation for body and mind, bathing 
in sulphur-containing water has promising effects on the human body. 
The hydrosulphuric acid goes through the skin into the blood and reaches 
the places where it is needed. It thus inhibits joint inflammation and 
helps to rebuild articular cartilages. A sulphur bath can alleviate a wide 
variety of diseases of the locomotive system and is used for spinal and 
spinal disc complaints as well as for rheumatism and muscular pain. The 
healing power of sulphur is also effective in the case of skin diseases such 
as neurodermatitis.

There are many outstanding places 
to regenerate in Bad Häring:

With the 4* Superior Wellness Schloss Panorama Royal and the 
4* Superior Health Resort DAS SIEBEN, visitors can even stay 
overnight in such places. <<<

DAS SIEBEN 
www.das-sieben.com

Wellness Schloß Panorama Royal
www.panorama-royal.at

The Romans are crazy! 
Or maybe not…
The ancient Romans knew that bathing in water from sulphur-
containing medicinal springs has a relaxing effect and alleviates pain.

The clever people had already done good preparatory work in this 
matter. They knew very well that the usefulness of water was far from 
exhausted after washing, cleaning and drinking. Ostentatious public 
bathhouses offered space for relaxation, regeneration and healing. 
Above all, however, the thermal springs constituted an important 
centre point of the social life of the Romans, although only for men. 
Access was prohibited for women and slaves.

“Without 
water there is 
no wellbeing.”

Goethe



Treat yourself to some time out!
Whether overnight or for a few hours of 

enjoyment – experience the unique 
atmosphere at the Wellness Schloss.

With a view of the Tyrolean alpine world, the Wellness Schloss on the sunny 

plateau in Bad Häring radiates a very special charm.

With the holistic wellness approach, “our way of healing”, you receive insights 

into purposeful living at one of Austria’s nicest spa hotels.

Pano r ama s t r a ß e  2  -  A  -  6 3 2 3  Bad  Hä r i n g  -  Te l .  + 4 3  ( 0 )  5 3 3 2  7 7  1 1 7  -  o f f i c e@pano r ama - r oy a l . a t  -  www.pano r ama - r oy a l . a t



With the establishment of the Tyrolean 
Festival in Erl in 1997, Gustav Kuhn 
fulfilled a lifelong dream. The love 

of music is his driving force for unresting, creative 
work. Each year, both in winter and in summer, 
gripping performances take place that attract people 
from around the world to the region. From the very 
beginning until today, the productions have been 
characterised by musical diversity, unconventional 
perspectives and the obligation towards openness 
away from the mainstream. Maestro Kuhn wants to 
impress with his own work not just musically but in all 
facets of the festival. Love of detail led to the decision 
to launch the costume factory. Surrounded by highly 
talented costume interpreters, assistants and tailors, 
Lenka Radecky creates a unique costume design. In 
this interview, the costume designer reveals what is 
most important in tailoring and what role is played by 
stage clothes.

When did the idea to set up a costume factory 
for the Tyrolean Festival Erl start?
Lenka Radecky: When the Tyrolean Festival Erl 
took place for the first time in 1997, today’s costume 
factory did not exist yet. At the time, there was only an 
assistant, me and my own sewing machine. However, 

Costumes for opera give a 
stage design the finishing 
touch. While haute 
couture is mostly in the 
limelight on the catwalk 
for only a few minutes, 
the costumes receive very 
special attention. Colour, 
form, pattern – it is all of 
exceptional importance.

Lenka Radecky 
produces unique 

costume designs for 
the Tyrolean Festival.
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our maestro, Gustav 
Kuhn, was pursuing 
the goal of 
developing an 
i n d e p e n d e n t 
style not just 
musically, but in 
all facets of the 
festival. His drive 
for perfection led to 
the decision to set up 
the costume factory as an 
atelier and thus as a whole-
year component of the festival. 
After several years spent setting up and 
developing the factory, we reached our goal in 2007. 
Today, 10 people work on the creation of costumes 
produced by hand.

What does the factory consist of?
Lenka Radecky: A costume factory consists of several 
trades. These include a millinery and a shoemaker’s 
as well as an armoury, in which, for example, weapons 
are forged and delicate aluminium and iron frames 
are created. The three most important areas are 
dressmaking, tailoring and the mask department. 
Only with the right mask and the suitable wig can the 

"Clothes make 
the opera singer"
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Did you  know,

Striking 
a chord
Starting in April 2017, the KLAVIER- 
TAGE piano days will take place each 
year on the four days prior to Palm 
Sunday. The new festival will add a 
further highlight to the calendar of 
the Tyrolean Festival Erl. As part of 
the KLAVIERTAGE, the pianist school 
of the Accademia di Montegral, based 
at the Abbey dell’Angelo in Lucca, 
will be presented. The purposeful 
selection of interpreters and works 
– from Bach to Mozart – promises a 
sonorous, sophisticated experience. 
Many visitors will surely be surprised 
at the “miraculous sounds” the piano 
is capable of.

Event preview

• that there are 10,000 metres 
 of material, 10,000 costumes and 
 1,000 shoes in the pool of 
 the costume factory?

• that a tutu consists of 25 to 50 
 metres of material?

• how one makes new costumes 
 look old? Believe it or not, these 
 processes involve the use of 
 sandpaper, wire brushes, dyes 
 and baby powder.

costume produce its complete effect. I was able to contribute my expertise to the setting up 
of the rooms. Today, we can manufacture the items in the best and quickest manner and at a 
very high level.

From the idea to trying it on – how is a costume produced?
Lenka Radecky: One or two years before an opera is performed, the director, the stage 
designer and the costume designer read the script together. This is followed by constructive 
discussions, in which, for example, the question is clarified as to which time the story is to be 
told in. First, the space, the stage setting, is produced. Then my actual work begins. As the first 
step, I go away and study the script, the time period and the roles of the singers. I also examine 
the opera singers themselves so as to familiarise myself with their physical characteristics.

Unlike fashion designers, we do not have standard models with size 36 on the stage. Once I 
have gathered the background knowledge, I begin to draw. In general, this process takes one 
or two months. Once the costume sketches are finished, I go into the workshop and make 
the selection. Here, it is determined which materials, colours, forms, shoes, masks, etc. will 
be used. Afterwards, the prototypes are developed and the singers are asked to come and try 
them on for the first time.

 >>>

There are genuine 
treasures to discover in 

the so-called pool of the 
costume factory.
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Clothes make the man, and in this case the opera 
singer! What role do the 
tailor-made costumes play?
Lenka Radecky: Ultimately, the singers, dancers 
and choristers must stand on the stage and produce 
a maximum performance. In the process, they 
cannot afford to be distracted by anything and must 
concentrate completely on the singing. The costumes 
form a supporting role. However, the costumes 
themselves are never the focus of attention and are 
not to provide any type of hindrance. For example, if 
a singer gains weight, I must be able to design a new 
costume as quickly as possible. The proportions play 
an incredibly important role.

The stage is like a raree show system. This means that 
a skirt that we trim by 3 to 4cm can look completely 
different from the spectator’s perspective. If, for 
example, we change the hair length of a wig, the 
singer’s face can also change enormously. Of course, 
the guests in the festival house do not see what small 
details we fiddle about on, but we strive for overall 
perfection.

Do the costumes also fulfil a mental purpose?
Lenka Radecky: The director must familiarise himself 

“If music is self-determination, then the Tyrolean 
Festival Erl is freedom. Freedom to do something, not 

freedom from something, freedom to work with vigour 
and honesty. For anything else does not work for us.”

Maestro Gustav Kuhn

with the personality of each singer and support it mentally. The performers 
do not carry an instrument in their hands; rather, they themselves are the 
instrument and the actor at the same time, which constitutes a challenging 
double role. The costumes are to contribute to the singers feeling beautiful 
on the stage. They should not feel silly or exposed. We must never forget 
that in the festival house we deal with people 
who, like everyone else, have their problems. 
One person does not like his nose, 
while another feels too fat. When the 
performers are trying the clothes 
on, we deal with them as carefully 
and lovingly as possible and try to 
strengthen them mentally. Here, 
the mirror plays an important role, 
as it imitates a look onto the stage, 
so to speak.

If the singers are repelled by their 
reflection, we have not yet reached the 
goal. However, it is definitely an advantage 
for our work that the colleagues at the Erl Festival 
House have grown together like one big family and 
have mutual trust in each other.

With great 
passion for 

detail, Lenka 
Radecky works 

on the costumes.
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27Tyrolean 
Festival Erl 

Winter
26 December 2016 – 8 January 2017

Festival House

President: 
Hans Peter Haselsteiner 
Overall management:

Gustav Kuhn

A FESTIVAL OF VOICES
AT THE WINTER’S ONLY BELCANTO 

FESTIVAL!

Gioacchino Rossini

L’italiana in Algeri
Mon 26 December 2016

Sat 7 January 2017

Giuseppe Verdi

La Traviata
Fri 30 December 2016

Fri 6 January 2017

NEW YEAR’S CONCERT
and much more …

Tickets & information:
T +43 53 73 81 000-20

www.tiroler-festspiele.at

Costume designers 
– a portrait
From policeman to baker to doctor – most professions 
are tangible for many people. For example, if we 
think of a construction worker, we can more or less 
imagine what a normal working day for him must 
be like. But what is involved in the work of costume 
designers? One thing is certain: without them, things 
would probably be very monotone on the theatre 
stage. Costume designers work neither as tailors nor 
as fashion designers. Rather, they design costumes 
and in most cases also masks for stage productions. 
This requires a high level of creativity and touch, 
which are refined in various university courses. In the 
professional field, such as at the Tyrolean Festival Erl, 
the costumes are tailor-produced according to the 
needs of the performers. They need to look good, but 
they must also be reliable and comfortable. Therefore, 
costume designers learn much about the properties of 
materials in their education.

The most important requirement for the creative 
profession is a limitless imagination. On the basis 
of a script and the director’s ideas, the costume 
designer must be able to design costumes that 
integrate harmoniously into the overall environment 
of a production. Colours, forms and materials used 
are to harmonise with the script, the production idea, 
the stage setting and not least with the build of the 
performer. One must be able to place oneself in both 
abstract and realistic or fanciful scenarios. Costume 
designers must be able to illustrate the idea on a piece 
of paper so that all involved can gain an impression of 
it. Sound knowledge of cultural history as well as of 
styles and materials are also required.

Ideally, costume designers can also read music notes, 
since they reveal more information about the play, as 
some believe. <<<

Job requirements?
A limitless imagination!



1) Why does the statue of St. John of Nepomuk, 
a patron saint protecting against the dangers of 
water, adorn the façade of Ebbs Cathedral?

The gravestone offers a few indications regarding Ebbs’s history. First 
of all, the grave from 1435 reminds one of the noble house of the Ebbser, 
represented with a helmet decorated with ostrich feathers and a large 
escutcheon underneath the closed visor. The spike alludes to the steeply 
dropping mountain ledge of the Zahmer Kaiser, where the castle is said 
to have once stood. The municipality bears the family name as well as 
the spike on the coat of arms to this day. However, even if we look around 
very carefully in Ebbs we will not discover a castle.

Ebbs28

The secrets surrounding 
Ebbs’s history

The village of Ebbs could have acted as a model 
for what is sung about Austria in the national 
anthem: a walk from Ebbs Cathedral to St. 

Nicholas’ Chapel leads alongside meadows and fields. 
Only the “river” is somewhat further away. However, as 
attentive walkers, we come across one or two hints on 
this tour that it was not always that way.

Plainly designed on the outside, the name “Ebbs 
Cathedral” surprises at first glance. Only the statue of 
St. John of Nepomuk and the red marble gravestone 
of Otto Ebbser adorn the western façade of the parish 
church.

Land of mountains, land by the river,
Land of fields, land of cathedrals,
Land of hammers, with a promising future.
Home to great daughters and sons,
A nation highly blessed with beauty,
Much-praised Austria,
Much-praised Austria.
Extract from the Austrian national anthem
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2) Where is there a castle in Ebbs?

An adventurous route
When we enter the church, nothing any longer reminds 
us of the wooden church built in the eighth century. 
This is because it was replaced about four centuries 
later by a Romanic stone building at the same site. A 
memorial image from 1715 suggests that the church 
was renovated again later in Gothic style. However, 
we find this image not in the church, but in the St. 
Nicholas' Church, which we will visit later. Parts of the 
tower are still intact. At 48 metres high and with the 
cross on top, it is to represent the symbolic connection 
between heaven and earth. The construction works 
for the baroque church as we see it today took place 
under Bavarian builder Abraham Millauer and lasted 
eight years. However, according to legend, the large 
building was completed only after a violent landslide 
had brought the necessary material down to the valley 
overnight thanks to the prayer of the construction 
manager. But as unimpressive as the sacral building 
seems from outside, it is highly impressive inside. The 
magnificent church was to become a little bit of heaven 
on earth. The impressive high altar immediately 
catches our eye. Upon closer inspection, we recognise 
the signature of its artist from Kitzbühel on the base 
of the altar: “Josef M. Lengauer sculpsit 1756”. The 
six pillars of the high altar surround the miraculous 
image “Of Our Dear Woman from Ebbs”: a Gothic 
Madonna with child, which was probably designed in 
the mid-15th century under Salzburg influence and 
which is very popular today as a pilgrimage image. We 
recognise the statues of the twelve apostles and the 
14 Stations of the Cross distributed on the four side 
altars.

The way to the castle
After an extensive consideration of the many carefully 
designed details, we leave the church and head 
eastwards through the graveyard that surrounds 
the cathedral. We now stand opposite the Gasthof 
Oberwirt, which was once the tenant farm.

 >>>

The secrets surrounding 
Ebbs’s history

TIP:
We can reach 

St. Nicholas’ Chapel 

from the Ebbs parish 

church on foot in 

45 minutes

Tyrolean hospitality connects.

Sattlerwirt GmbH
Astner Family
Oberndorf 89
A-6341 Ebbs bei Kufstein

Tel.:  +43 5373 422 03
Fax:  +43 5373 42203 7 
E-Mail:  info@sattlerwirt.at  
Internet:  www.sattlerwirt.at

Traditional meets modern:
GOOD FOOD and 
Tyrolean hospitality

We look forward to your visit.

 Open daily
 42 new rooms
 Golden flipchart:

 Tyrol’s most popular seminar hotel



3) What used to be 
called a “Meierei”?

The Kaiserbergstraße weaves its way eastwards between the church and the inn. We follow it, 
passing a former colonial shop that was recently reopened, going along farmhouses, meadows 
and fields. We soon discover the idyllic St. Nicholas’ Chapel on the Hill of St. Nicholas.

Hill of St. Nicholas: historic setting
 1174: With the agreement on the castle by Emperor Frederick I and its associated assets, 

 Ebbs Castle is mentioned in an official document for the first time.
 1331: King Ludwig gives the castle to his consort Margaret as a morning gift.
 1344: Last mention of the castle in an official document.
 1361: St. Nicholas’ Chapel is built on the remains of the former castle chapel.
 1491: The Chapel is replaced by a Late Gothic, single-nave church with a network of 

 ribbed vaulting and an interlaced ornament.

Risen like a phoenix
Why the castle was destroyed again after a short time or allowed to decay slowly is not 
completely clarified. It is likely to do with the fact that the noble house of the Ebbsers had 
the Wagrain Castle built in the valley and that the expansion of the Kufstein Fortress was 
prioritised more than Ebbs Castle. However, the small St. Nicholas’ Church was finally built 
on the remains of the former castle chapel. It was probably dedicated to St. Nicholas, who 
is considered to be the patron of inland navigation, waggoners and travellers, because trade 
routes once led to Erl and Walchsee below the hill. Finds of Roman copper coins suggest that 
the Romans used these routes.

On historic trails
We reach the beautifully located chapel in 45 minutes via the last steep ascent, where a 
drawbridge could have previously secured the way. We can still admire today the choir stalls 
decorated with elaborate flat carved work from the time of the building’s construction. In 
addition, the figural representations and frescoes of the northern side wall from the early 
16th century are uncovered again. Moreover, we also find here the aforementioned votive or 
memorial tablet from 1715, which shows the Gothic Ebbs parish church of the time. Now we 
also know why St. John of Nepomuk adorns the western façade of the cathedral: the Inn river 
used to flow near to the parish church and the patron saint was to protect the church from 

1) 
The Inn river used to flow right past 
the parish church and the saint was 
to protect the church from damage 
due to floodwaters.

2)
The castle was most recently men-
tioned in 1344. Today, St. Nicholas’ 
Church stands on a foothill of the 
Zahmer Kaiser at the site of what was 
once the castle chapel.

3)
All farms that were located on the 
land of churches belonged to the cor-
responding church. The largest farm, 
called “Meierei” in German, managed 
the smaller farms in the surrounding 
area. The Oberwirt in Ebbs is said 
to have once been one of the largest 
tenant farms in the surrounding area.

Solutions

Did you know ...
that the predecessor of the 
Kufstein Fortress once stood 
at the site of the small 
St. Nicholas’ Church?

Ebbs30
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damage due to floodwaters. When we enjoy the splendid view from St. Nicholas’ Chapel over 
the Inntal valley today, we can imagine how salt and wood had been transported to Bavaria 
and further towards Vienna on rafts and horses.

Proud guardian of the castle hill
If one is lucky, one will meet the proud guardian of the chapel in front of it: a peacock. One day 
he escaped from the rarities zoo, near Wagrain Castle, and moved into his quarters up here. 
Perhaps he even used the secret passage that is said to have once connected the two castles. 
However, even without a secret passage, we reach the former adjoining buildings of Wagrain 
Castle in just 30 minutes via the Buchberg, passing the rarities zoo on the way. Today, the 
colt farm with the world-famous Haflinger stud is housed in its ruins. After another twenty 
minutes, we are again standing before Ebbs Cathedral, loaded with interesting details about 
Ebbs’s history. <<<

Ebbs

*Information partially taken from the 
book: Ebbs - Tirol by Georg Anker

TIP:
Village tours every Monday 

from 9:45am to 11:30am, 
with meeting point in front 

of the Ebbs Tourist 
Information 

Office

FUN, RELAX AND CULINARY DELIGHTS

Open all year round: Sun and Mon from 9am to 6pm | Wed-Sat from 9 to 11pm | Tuesday closed!
The Ritzer Family | 6341 Ebbs/Tirol, Oberbuchberg 34a | Tel. 0043 5373 43108 | Mobile 0043 664 846 1916

info@aschingeralm.at | www.aschingeralm.at

EXPERIENCE WINTER AT ZAHMER KAISER…
Cozy dining area and bar with open � re, specialty cheece produced and sold on the premises.

Toboggan run and sleds available for hire!
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Contact & 
opening hours:

 

Museum of local history

“Alte Schmiede”

Dorf 24, 6342 Niederndorf

Visit upon telephone 

request only

Lotte Kaltschmid: 

0043 699 13919833
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The „Alte 
Schmiede“ 
A home for home

Our steps lead us through 
the old shoeing room into the 
“Alte Schmiede” - a place of 

meeting, a place of history, 
tradition and craft and the 

home of Niederndorf resident 
Lotte Kaltschmid.

It smells of old wood and burnt out iron and the trip into the past 
begins outside the Niederndorf Museum of local history. Then and 
now, the quant shoeing room in front of the building is the central 

meeting point for a visit to the smithy. The strongly anchored hooks in the 
walls, which were used to tie the horses, remind one of what went on here 
in earlier times:

“I remember it as if it were yesterday: the horses are shoed in the shoeing 
room in front of the smithy, while farm labourers and farmers go to the 
landlord and the queue of horses reaches to the other side of the street”, 
says, Lotte Kaltschmid, owner of the museum and inhabitant of her 
childhood home, in which the smithy has its little spot to this day.

Niederndorf
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The anvil on a 
festival journey

The anvil - the heart of the “Alte Schmiede” - originates 
from 1907 and weighs a proud 209 kg. Due to its special 
sound, the Museum’s anvil has been going on a festival 

journey for a few years now and was in China in autumn 
2015. In summer 2016, the singing anvil was stationed in 

the neighbouring municipality of Erl and had its major 
appearance in the festival scene, in which Siegfried’s 

sword is forged.

The passion to collect

Lotte Kaltschmid was born as the fifth and final daughter of the 
house, which was built in the mid-18th century in the village 
heart of the municipality of Niederndorf. Her father was a 
blacksmith, but also one of the first taxi drivers in the Tyrolean 
Unterland, and possessed a total of 18 trade licences. However, 
in addition to all his work, Hugo Pichler had developed a major 
passion in his spare time. “He was always collecting and his 
collection grew and grew,” says Lotte Kaltschmid, smiling, 
about her father. “…and he had quickly infected me with his 

enthusiasm.” After her father died, Lotte and her husband 
began to restore her childhood home laboriously in 1981, with 
the fundamental idea initially being to beautify the locality and 
thus renovate the outer façade. Only later did the idea emerge 
of turning her father’s smithy into a museum, which was 
repeatedly expanded over the years.

Today, our path through the museum leads us through the 
shoeing room, past traditional dresses, nostalgic tools as well 
as handcrafted and art objects and ends at the double forge, 
the place where two blacksmiths can perform their work at the 
same time at two fireplaces.

A lucky symbol
Numerous horse shoes at the Home Museum remind one of the 
hard manual work of times past while imparting a portion of 
luck upon a visit to the “Alte Schmiede”. It is said that the horse 
shoe is to protect the valuable horse, but also, in “protecting 
the hooves”, to enable the horses to work hard. Thus, in many 
countries, the horse shoe became a symbol of luck. A Turkish 
proverb says: “A nail can save a horse shoe, a horse shoe a horse, 
a horse a rider and a rider a land.”

The mix of craftsmanship, history 
and much love of detail make 
the Museum of local history
a special experience for 
both adults and children.

Niederndorf
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At Christmas in particular, the children become the 
focus of events. With a great deal of passion and 
dedication, Lotte Kaltschmid conjures up from the 
“Alte Schmiede” an imp trail for the children of the 
municipality on Christmas Eve. Little imps, made 
by the residents of the old persons’ home, decorated 
with candles and hidden in the most hidden corners 
of the museum, must be discovered by the little 
visitors. Surrounded by short stories and musical 
sounds, the wait for Santa Claus is thus shortened  <<<

Enchanting imp workshop

Christmas meetup at the Museum of local history

Festive event with cuisine, punch and mulled wine. With 
Advent stories, the chance to look at little Nativity sets and 
“door knockers”, tradition and home with all their facets can 
be experienced at the Alte Schmiede.
Date: 17/12/2016, from 4pm

Event

somewhat. “I cannot tell anyone how nice this day 
is and how much I look forward to it each year”, says 
Lotte Kaltschmid about her very personal moment at 
Christmas. 

And so, with the Museum of local history “Alte 
Schmiede”, Lotte Kaltschmid makes possible not just 
a home for her home, but also, with lovingly planned 
events and special exhibitions of all types, varied 
visits for guests and locals in the Kufsteinerland.

Niederndorf



Each year, nativity sets illustrate the 
religious event of the birth of Christ. 
In the Kufsteinerland, numerous 
people devote themselves to the 
craft of making nativity sets and 
create wonderful individual parts that 
decorate the houses during the festive 
period.

Farmhouses or stalls full of detail, expressive 
figures and imaginative decorations - making a 
nativity set requires a lot of skill and patience. 

The fact that this tradition is ancient in the truest 
sense of the word is showing no impact on the 
popularity of the craft. The common passion for the 
fascinating hobby connects numerous people of all 
ages. For many, the nativity set at Christmas is like 
salt in soup - it simply has to be there. While the 
colourfully decorated Christmas trees are often the 
focus of attention only on Christmas Eve, the carefully 
designed nativity sets are there to be admired for 
longer.

Baby Jesus slumbers 
peacefully

How to make 
your own 

nativity set

Langkampfen36

 >>>

In many families, the nativity set is an 
important part of Christmas.
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A look into the past

The Gospel writer Luke was the first to report on the 
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, writing in his Gospel:

“And so it was, that, while 
they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be 
delivered. And she brought forth 
her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn.”
(LK 2, 4-7) 

To be sure, these lines are the birth of a tradition that 
decorates the homes of many people with nativity sets 
to this day.

The traditions accord with each other in one thing: it 
is thanks to Saint Francis of Assisi that this custom 
has survived. In the Middle Ages, it was a widespread 
custom to represent Biblical stories in a stage-like 
manner, almost like in a theatre. From as early as 1223, 

With increasing 
frequency, oriental 

nativity sets are 
being built in addition 

to the local ones.

The food tastes best where 
the table is set with love.

A N K E R  FA M I LY    I    O B E R W E I D A U  2    I    A - 6 3 4 3  E R L    I    T E L . :   + 4 3  ( 0 )  5 3 7 3 - 8 1 2 9    I    A N K E R @ D R E S C H . AT    I    O P E N I N G  H O U R S  AT  W W W. D R E S C H . AT

One for all, all for one!
A close-knit bond, shared passion and heartfelt hospitality are the secret to success at the connoisseur’s guesthouse. With great dedication and a strong focus on regionality, 
the award-winning kitchen creates outstanding taste experiences. Anyone who would like to enjoy the balance between tradition and elevated art of cooking for more than 

just a few hours can also stay overnight in the region’s smallest and most sophisticated hotel.
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Francis of Assisi called on the people in Greccio in Central Italy to reenact 
the birth of Jesus in the manger scene. Even at that time, oxen and donkeys 
were already in on it. The lively manger was to transmit an important 
message to the people: God did not come into the world in just any manner, 
but as a genuine human, indeed, as a child in the poorest of conditions. In 
an effort to display love of neighbour, Francis of Assisi always conducted 
himself with warmth and a spirit of collaboration. Hence, the nativity set 
was also to serve as a reminder that being a Christian involves conducting 
oneself with solidarity towards one’s fellow humans - whether poor or 
rich. This model led to nativity sets being developed in many places, being 
set up initially only in churches and monasteries. It was not until the 17th 
century that the nativity set found its way into the parlour.

Nativity set making - a 
hobby that connects people!
In addition to the historical background, building itself also motivates a 
passionate nativity set maker. Focussing their minds intensively on the 
highly detailed work, they find an ideal way to counterbalance the often 
hectic pre-Christmas period. The first nativity set association was founded 
in Wenns in the Pitztal valley in 1860. Today, there are already more than 
80 local associations in Tyrol with approximately 6,500 members.

We took a closer look at a recently established association in the 
Kufsteinerland. For 14 years now, the Langkampfen Nativity Set Making 
Association has been building nativity sets with passionate builders from 
the locality and the surrounding area. Two evenings a week, the nativity set 
makers meet together and work meticulously on their masterpieces using 
a wide variety of materials. Voluntary and experienced helpers from the 
association are always on hand to support the nativity set makers in their 
work. Approximately three months pass from the creation of the base plate 
to the completion of the nativity set. Before the actual handiwork begins, 
the nativity set makers must decide on a style. In the oriental version, 
the birthplace of Jesus is placed in its setting, with grottos, caves, ruins 
and towers used to recreate the character of Israel. Many local nativity 
sets, in turn, are often built as farmhouses. Jesus was born in a stable, 
which - translated into the Tyrolean culture - is mostly an adjoining or 
freestanding shed. Local nativity sets are often set in the mountains. The 
Alps with their mighty forms offer an outstanding backdrop.

On 26 and 27 November 2016, this year’s 
nativity sets of the Langkampfen nativity 
set making association will be on exhibition 
at the parish hall in Langkampfen.

Event

See a mining 
nativity set
From the 1st Sunday in Advent, a unique mining 
nativity set can be viewed at the Mining Museum in 
Bad Häring. The museum is open daily from 9am to 
5pm. Entry is free.

To make a nativity set,
one requires various 
materials, touch and a 
great deal of patience.
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Johann Luchner, chairman of 
the Langkampfen Nativity Set 
Association, is an expert 
in this field. He took a moment 
to tell us more about his passion.

Mr Luchner, tell us a bit about your role as chairman 
of the nativity set association.

The Langkampfen Nativity Set Association was founded on 2 
November 2002. There are now 184 nativity set enthusiasts in our 
association, a number that is growing with every year. In my role 
as chairman, I pursue the goal of every family in our Langkampfen 
community owning their own nativity set. Of course, my tasks 
also include awakening interest in nativity set making above and 
beyond the boundaries of the locality and promoting willingness 
to participate. Our association presents the newly built nativity 
sets at the parish hall each year. We are very pleased that people 
take advantage of this opportunity and visit our exhibition.

When it comes to setting up a nativity set, are there 
special rules that must be followed?

There is no regulation specifying as of when and for how long 
one can have a nativity set in one’s parlour. Each nativity set 
maker has his own tradition in this regard. Some set up their 
house nativity set at the start of Advent, while others are content 
with setting up their nativity set shortly before Christmas. Some 
nativity set makers put their nativity sets away again after the 
Twelfth Day. However, most leave them set up until Candlemas. 
Each owner can also decide for himself how to arrange the 
figures. However, there are a few important things that should be 
taken into account. Baby Jesus is not to be put into the nativity 
set before Christmas Eve. Mary sits or kneels on the child’s 
right-hand side and Joseph stands on the left-hand 
side. The ox and the donkey are positioned in the 
stable behind the family. The three Magi are to 
be positioned only as of the Twelfth Day.

Why is there such a fascination with 
building nativity sets?

Building nativity sets is the nicest hobby in 
the world, certainly for a passionate nativity 
set maker like me. The various manual 
activities and the large selection of materials 
to be processed are always a special challenge 
that the nativity set maker needs and values. 
During the building phase, we use various 
wood types, such as chipboards, waste wood 

and firewood, as well as softboards 
and polystyrene panels, cork, 
barks, roots and stones. The 
final step before a nativity set 
is complete is always the 
nativity set botany. This is a 
crucial step to making the 
nativity set really lively. A 
speck of moss is put in one 
or two places, a little tree with 
branches is integrated nicely 
into the landscape, thistles are 
worked in here and there or a small 
campfire is set up that is to keep the 
waiting shepherds warm. Ultimately, 
the many elaborate details make up the big 
picture. It is clear that our work is very varied and 
never gets dull. Not for no reason does the passion of nativity set 
making grow from nativity set to nativity set. There is also the 
peace and tranquillity one receives in this craft. One forgets the 
everyday stress and all worries are suddenly forgotten.

Does one of your nativity sets have special 
importance for you?

I personally began my “career” at the Angath Nativity Set 
Association in the 1970s. In 1995, I relocated my nativity set 
making to Langkampfen and since then I have built 25 small 
and larger nativity sets. Many of them are in the houses of my 
relatives and acquaintances. The oriental nativity set for my 
daughter’s family has special importance. I was able to make 
the nativity set just as they wanted it, true to detail. In nativity set 
making, one never stops learning and one keeps on developing 
one’s skills.”

<<<

Johann Luchner 
has been a 

passionate nativity 
set maker for 

many year.



Crunching in the 
white stuff
Snowshoeing in the light of the full moon

A look into the moonlit snowy landscape, another deep 
intake of breath and exhalation and feel the cool, 

refreshing air on one’s face. After the pause, we buckle the 
large snowshoes onto our own firm footwear, pick up our 

hiking poles and begin a fascinating walk into the 
deep white in Thiersee.
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Ever walked on the clouds? In snowshoeing, 
one gets closer to this childhood dream than 
one thinks. For those who prefer to avoid the 

usual slopes and ski lifts and instead want to enjoy 
the combination of winter sports and a fascinating, 
untouched mountain landscape in more remote areas, 
snowshoeing is just the right thing.

In the Kufsteinerland, unique routes are waiting to be 
covered with tracks. Endlessly white carpets of snow 
offer impressive outings. The whole thing becomes a 
guaranteed unforgettable experience above all when 
the hike takes place when there is a full moon. The 
bright moonlight supports the shine of the headlamp. 
One not only admires the moon but also considers the 
natural scenery in its entirety, thus becoming part of 
the breathtaking night landscape. While the eyes look 
up at the clear, starry sky, the fresh, cold air strokes 
one’s skin and the quiet caresses one’s soul, one 
forgets the hectic nature of everyday life, in the middle 
of the glistening snowy landscape.

Thiersee

Come into harmony with the silent valley
A particularly nice route leads into the Thiersee Valley onto the Schattberg 
mountain in Hinterthiersee. The starting point is located just below the 
centre, opposite the Ayurveda Resort Sonnhof. Approximately 50 metres 
below the building, a route leads up the mountain, into a fairytale-like 
forest. The densely packed, high trees enchant in magnificent white, while 
attentive nature lovers can repeatedly discover the footprints of the forest 
inhabitants. Those of you in the know will recognise whether a fox, a 
mountain hare or even a roe deer has made its way through the forest. The 
light ascent that dominates the first part of the route makes it appropriate 
to take repeated breathers, which allow one to internalise what one has 
experienced.

After the first section, an enchanting, inviting clearing opens up. It is nice 
to spend some time there, take a deep breath and enjoy the beautiful 
natural scenery. In the middle is a quaint, old farmhouse; otherwise, there 
is just an untouched landscape covered with deep snow. At the start of the 
clearing, snowshoers turn right and walk along the boundary between the 
meadow and the forest. With each step, the delicate snow dust swirls up 
and glistens in the cold shine of the moon. The end of the bright meadow, 
which lies under a thick, white cover, leads into the mystic forest again. It 
is worth pausing for a moment to listen to the sounds of the night. When 
the heavy layer of snow breaks free from the twigs and falls to the ground 
with a thunk, one hears the “relieved” creaking of the trees, which feel 
liberated from the overwhelming weight of the white stuff.

www.kala-alm.at

Fam. Domitius MairhoferSchneeberg 50a6335 Thiersee
Tel.: +43 5376 5055Mail: info@kala-alm.at     http://facebook.com/KalaAlm

1 hour’s walkingdistance routes of various difficulty levels 
(Forest road or forest path)
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Love at first “bite”

Snowshoeing is easy and is suitable for all age groups. 
It produces a wonderful feeling of effortlessness that 
expands as one moves across fields and through forests 
and makes one forget many thoughts of everyday life - 
but not the growling stomach. Tired but inspirited, one 
deserves an invigorating culinary pit stop.

Nice-smelling bacon, crisp landjägers, tangy cheese and 
freshly baked bread are not missing on any snack platter 
at the Berggasthaus Wieshof, which is located on the 
route. What tastier way could there be to see out such a 
hike?  >>>

GOOD 
TO KNOW!

Anyone wanting more excitement 
can hire a toboggan at the 

Wieshof and conquer the last 
section on the illuminated 

natural toboggan 
run.

Trendy,  funct iona l  AND 
long-last ing  -  d iscover 
the  new 2016/17  co l lect ion !

S T Y L E
S P O R TU P  Y O U R 

Hinterthiersee 39     6335 Thiersee   T +43 5376 5594    info@sporthaler.at
 www.sporthaler.at

SOS joggers  € 99,-
schneesüchtig cap € 19,-
SOREL SHOES € 129,-
schneesüchtig t-Shirt € 29,-

Sorel shoes € 89,-
Barts scarf € 59,-
Barts cap € 29,-
Barts bag € 44,-

Women and men, in various colours  € 129,-schneesüchtig-jackets
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Checklist
 Firm, good footwear
 Breathable underwear
 Winter clothes that are 

 not too thick
 Gloves
 Drink for the trip
 A change of clothes
 Headlamp
 Snow shoes and poles

 Equipment can be hired from Tourism 
 Board Kufsteinerland and at 
 Sporthaler in Hinterthiersee

Guided snow 
shoe tours

Free weekly guided tours as part 
of Tourism Board Kufsteinerland’s 
adventure programme. The trained 
mountain guides lead you to outlying 
places and show you the fascinating 
tranquil spots where you can refuel.

Did you know ...
… that snowshoeing does not have to be learned? Simply put 
 on the tennis racket-style shoes and get hiking!

… that this sport can be undertaken in any snow thickness and type? 
 One is thus fairly independent of the weather.

… that steel pins provide optimal grip on icy snow?

… that the contact surface of the snow shoes should 
 correspond to one’s body weight together with the rucksack?

… why snow crunches? The colder the snow, the louder it crunches 
 when someone walks on it. In low temperatures, the snow crystals 
 are particularly firm and one hears when they break.

Facts on the route 
at the Schattberg 
mountain

 Metres in altitude uphill 274 m

 Highest point 1,069 m

 Route length 4 km

 Walking time approximately 
  3 hours

 Starting point Hinterthiersee 
  village centre

 End point Gasthaus Wieshof

 Difficulty medium

HINTERTHIERSEE

SCHATTBERG 1123 m

BREITENAUMODAL

JÄGERKAPELLE

GASTHAUS WIESHOF
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“European Ayurveda®” is a 
unique symbiosis of Ayurvedic

life teaching and European culture. 
With this concept, we - our specialists 

from India, our doctor Dr Alaettin 
Sinop and the Sonnhof expert team - 

transfer Indian art of healing to 
your customs and needs with 

solid expertise. Experience 
harmony, wellbeing and enjoyment, 

positive power and energy at one 
of the most beautiful places 
in Tyrol, the plateau of the 

Thiersee Valley.

INTENSIVE 
PURIFICATION 
programmeS

FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH 
REGENERATION WEEK

AYURVEDIC  PANCHA 
KARMA TREATMENT

ayurdetox- SHORT 
CLEANSING

 EUROPEAN AYURVEDA® 
IN THE HEART OF THE TYROLEAN ALPS

Ayurveda Resort Sonnhof . Hinterthiersee in Tirol . info@sonnhof-ayurveda.at

www.sonnhof-ayurveda.at . Tel +43 5376 5502

®
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The "Kufsteiner Lied"
From the pearl of Tyrol, the famous 
tones of the Kufstein song sound 
far beyond the boundaries of the 
Kufsteinerland to this day.

The lyrics and music of the folk song were writ-
ten by Karl Ganzer, who was born in Brixlegg, 
Tyrol, on 15 April 1920. In 1947, Ganzer wrote the 

world-famous song in homage to his adopted home, 
Kufstein. To this day, guests and locals begin swaying 
to the sounds of the Kufstein song even after the first 
few beats.

Even today, Karl Ganzer’s family proudly says: “It was 
and is his song. He was, and we as a family are, proud 
of that - it is also our song.”

Karl Ganzer was a trained post office clerk and was la-
ter a full-time driver for Österreichische Post. He was a 
father of four children. Nearly every day, he devoted his 
free time in the evening to his biggest passion - playing 
music. Since, as in many other households at that time, 
the Ganzers did not have a television, he made use of 
the valuable hours to sing and play with his children, 
but also with friends and music colleagues. When he 
was still young, Karl Ganzer had purchased a diatonic 

harmonica, learned to read music 
without corresponding training 
and always had his musical 
instrument with him even 
during war times. Most 
recently in the Balkans, 
from where, after the war 
ended, he battled his way 
back to Tyrol on his own. 
Karl Ganzer was a self-
taught musician who did 
not have a command of mu-
sical notation up to his death in 
1988.

However, this did not prevent him from showing his 
talent. During the post-War period, Karl Ganzer play-
ed mainly in a duo or with the group “Pendlstoana” in 
numerous restaurants. With Karl Ganzer’s new chro-
matic harmonica, the Kufstein song was also born. In 
1957, Josef Hochmuth from Vienna made a contract 
with Karl Ganzer and Ganzer’s work became wor-
ld-famous thanks to yodel king Franz Lang. Despite 
his fame, Karl Ganzer remained loyal to his home and 
the origin of the song. He remained a simple person 
who, above all, bore his family and music in his heart.
 >>>

As early as the 
1950s, Karl Ganzer 
(2nd from left) 
showed his musical 
talent with his 
first band.

Karl Ganzer, 
1920 - 1988
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Over the years, there have been many per-
formers who have sung the Kufstein song, 
but also who have been guests at the bed 
and breakfast “Perle Tirols” in Schwoich. 
Lolita, Maria and Margot Hellwig, the Coro 
della SAT from Italy and Takeo Ischi, to 
name but a few.

The family would also like to thank pro-
bably the best-known performer Hansi 
Hinterseer, who, with much love of detail, 
always announces the song before presen-
ting it at his concerts.

Home & family
In all of Karl Ganzer’s own compositions, the 
focus was on his home as well as his family, as 
reflected by the following titles of a few of his 
songs

Sonnendorfer Marsch (Sonnendorf March): 
Sonnendorf - an area of the municipality of 
Schwoich, in which the bed and breakfast “Perle 
Tirols”, the former home of Karl & Traudl Ganzer 
and family, is found to this day.

Postler Lied (Postal Worker’s Song): Karl Ganzer 
began his apprenticeship as a post office clerk 
in Brixlegg in 1934 and was later a full-time bus 
driver at Österreichische Post.

Traudl Walzer (Traudl’s Waltz): In 1940, 20-ye-
ar-old Karl Ganzer married Traudl, who was 
only 16 at the time. Their marriage produced four 
children.

Karl Ganzer’s 
"Kufsteiner Lied" - 
on everyone’s lips
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Relaxed living at four-star level in contemporary design. 
Impressive architecture, clear design language and a lot of 

light create a pleasantly uncomplicated atmosphere.
85 rooms, SkySPA, 2 seminar rooms, free Wi-Fi.

arte Hotel Kufstein  I  Kultur Quartier Kufstein 
6330 Kufstein  I  Marktgasse 2

+43 5372 61500  I  www.arte-kufstein.at

+43 5372 61414
www.vitusundurban.at

Culinary and artistic individualism 
has found its home here. 

Vitus und Urban
Kultur Quartier Kufstein 6330 

Kufstein  I  Marktgasse 2

IPP-HOTELS.at

grafik: werbewerkstatt-retz.at/foto: istock, rudolfografie.at, derenko

arte kufstein 210 x 297.indd   1 10/24/2016   4:20:32 PM

KUFSTEIN
HAS A

NEW HOTEL
AND A

NEW BAR
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Advent traditions
The door knockers - a begging custom from the Middle Ages

In the last part of the Lower Inn Valley, an Advent without “door knockers” 
is barely imaginable. Particularly in the Kufsteinerland, the begging 
custom from the Middle Ages is a welcome tradition that is as much a part 
of Advent as mulled wine and biscuits. Previously, it was the maidservants 
and servants that went from farm to farm. Today, it is mainly male singing 
groups in shepherd costumes that announce the happy message with 
their songs in private households or at Christmas markets. In Ebbs, 
near Kufstein, this centuries-old custom is particularly treasured and 
maintained. Albert Schmider, chairman of the Ebbs Singing Group and 
thus also the “boss” of the Ebbs door knockers, experiences it anew each 
year: “No matter how hectic things are for people in the pre-Christmas 
period, as soon as we stand in front of their door all the stress seems to be 
forgotten.” A group of 18 men go from door to door in the “quietest” time of 
the year. The people of Ebbs are prepared for the guests and they never let 
them move on without a donation and rarely without a warming schnapps. 
For all who do not live in Ebbs, the Original Ebbs Door Knockers will be 
singing at the Christmas event at Kufstein Fortress and at the Haflinger 
Advent at Ebbs colt farm.

The folk custom of “door knocking” can be traced back to the mid-15th 
century. Originally, it was purely a secular custom. However, as early 
as the start of the 16th century it acquired more and more Christian 
characteristics. Today, the songs are about announcing the Happy 
Message and - more current than ever - Mary and Joseph looking for 
somewhere to stay.

 St. Nicholas & Perchten in the Kufsteinerland

 There is hardly any tradition that is as much a part 
 of Advent in Tyrol as the goings-on with the 
 Perchten. They originate in the municipalities of 
 Breitenbach and Kundl

Dates:
4.12. Thiersee Perchten procession (from 3pm)

5.12. Entry of St. Nicholas in Ebbs (from 2pm)
 Langkampfen St. Nicholas procession (from 3pm)
 Niederndorf St. Nicholas procession (from 3pm)
 Erl St. Nicholas procession (from 5pm)
 St. Nicholas’ entry into Kufstein town centre (from 5pm)
 Perchten & St. Nicholas in Schwoich (from 4pm)
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 Behamried Niederndorf Advent Market
Small, special Advent market with handicrafts & cuisine.
Parlour music in the bar parlour every Sunday from 1pm.
Dates: 27/11 - 19/12, Mon/Thu/Fri from noon & Sat/Sun from 10am, free entry

 Hödnerhof Ebbs Christmas World
The flower world becomes a Christmas meeting point.
 Dates: Sat/Sun on all 4 weekends in Advent, free entry

 My quiet Advent in Niederndorf
Dates: 27/11 / from 2pm / Niederndorf Marksmen’s Club House, free entry

 Bad Häring Nativity Set Christmas
Nativity set exhibition, handicrafts market, pastoral play, 
Christmas cinema and much more.
Date: 11/12 / 2pm-7pm, free entry

 Thiersee Baby Jesus Market
Music, sleigh riding, children’s activities and tasting 
by the local associations
Date: 18/12 / 2pm-8pm, free entry

 Zommkemma Schwoich
Advent theatre, music by Weisenbläser and singers as well as tasting stalls
Date: 18/12 / from 4pm, free entry

Events 53

 Christmas market in Kufstein Town Park

Right in the centre of the town, the Christmas market in Kufstein Town Park is 
open to visitors throughout Advent. For many years, the nicely decorated mar-
ket has been the meeting point for young & old. Numerous tasting stalls await 
with culinary highlights, including typical Tyrolean delicacies such as pressed 
dumplings, Zillertal doughnut and cheese spätzle, as well as punch and mulled 
wine. For the little visitors there are children’s activities including pony riding, 
a carousel, a campfire twist bread barbecue and a ride on the nostalgia railway. 
Small gift ideas for baby Jesus, such as lambskin products, chocolatey gree-
tings and decorative wood arts complete the offerings.

Dates: 25/11 - 23/12, Mon-Fri 4pm-8pm & Sat/Sun 1pm-8pm, free entry

 Christmas Magic at Kufstein Fortress

Away from the hustle and bustle, above the roofs of the town, Christmas Magic 
takes place at Kufstein Fortress on the four weekends in Advent. Weisenblä-
ser (brass instrument players) frame the cosy, atmospheric get-together at the 
new courtyard of the fortress. When walking through the casemates, one finds a 
wide variety of manual arts in the individual arches, a nicely designed range of 
children’s activities and, at the same time, a warm spot to get warmed up.

Dates: Sat/Sun on all 4 weekends in Advent, 11am-6pm, entry €6

 Ebbs Haflinger Advent

Romantic Advent show for 
families and horse friends 
alike at Ebbs colt farm

Dates: 3, 4, 8, 10 and 11 December, 
1pm-7pm
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Turn of the year

This photograph is called “Winter Dream” and was 
taken by Stefan Thaler from Thiersee, in Thiersee. 
It was chosen as the best individual photo at the 
National Awards Austria.
Photo: Stefan Thaler

Event highlights

Events
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January 2017
 Hinterthiersee Snow Fest

 Date: 1 Jan / from 6pm, entry free

 Kufstein New Year’s Concert
  Innsbruck Tyrolean Symphony Orchestra -
 music at the turn of the year in the Kufstein Arena
 Date: 2 Jan / 8pm, tickets available

 Tyrolean Festival Erl - Winter
 Giuseppe Verdi: La Traviata
 Tickets and information: T +43 53 73 81 000-20
 www.tiroler-festspiele.at
 Date: 6 Jan, tickets available

 Kufstein Festival of the 1,000 Lights 
 Date: 7 Jan / 6.30.8.30, free entry

 Tyrolean Festival Erl - Winter
 Gioacchino Rossini: L’italiana in Algeri
 Tickets and information: T +43 53 73 81 000-20
 www.tiroler-festspiele.at
 Date: 7 Jan, tickets available

December 2016
 Tyrolean Festival Erl - Winter

 Gioacchino Rossini: L’italiana in Algeri
 Tickets and information: T +43 53 73 81 000-20
 www.tiroler-festspiele.at
 Date: 26/12, tickets available

 Thomasnacht Niederndorf
 Date: 29/12 / from 6pm, free entry

 Pre-New Year Snow Fest Vorderthiersee
 Date: 30/12 / from 7.30pm, free entry

 Tyrolean Festival Erl - Winter
 Giuseppe Verdi: La Traviata
 Tickets and information: T +43 53 73 81 000-20
 www.tiroler-festspiele.at
 Date: 30/12, tickets available

 Large firework display in Kufstein
 Date: 30/12, midnight

SPRING PREVIEW

 Kufstein Easter Delicacy Market
  Experience cosy, carefree hours 
 with the whole family in Kufstein
 Date: 14 and 15 April 2017

 glück.tage
  Literature, philosophy, 
 nature & enjoyment
 Date: 24 to 28 May 2017

 Piano Days
  Piano days of the 
 Tyrolean Festival Erl
 Date: 6 to 9 April 2017

Events
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…OR EVEN TWO
Take advantage of our wish days/wish week at the Four-Star 
Superior Health Resort DAS SIEBEN and fulfi ll your wish/wishes 
from our SiebenMed® wish list. Enjoy body wraps with volcanic 
rock fango, massages and much more. Experience, see and feel 
the exclusive comfort in our rooms and suites. Our comprehensive 
inclusive services also await you.

DAS SIEBEN, Bad Häring, TYROL / AUSTRIA | +43 5332 20 800 | kontakt@das-sieben.com                                                                          www.das-sieben.com

Our inclusive services:: 
half board with breakfast buffet and 5-course set meal in the 
evening | free participation in the vital and active programme 
| spa area with sauna and swimming pool area as well as heated 
outdoor pool | and much more

Prices per person; plus local tax;
valid until 28/12/2016

and from 02/01 to 05/03/2017

Y O U  H A V E  O N E 
W I S H  L E F T

WISH DAYS
from 3 nights
+ 1 wish free

from € 99,–
to € 109,– 

in the double room, per 
night including half board WISH WEEK

+ 2 wishes free

in the double room, 7 nights 
including half board

€ 651,–
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